Dear Students and Parents,

The English Department looks forward to summer as a time for new adventures, especially in reading.  In addition to your own free reading choices, we require the following texts:

INCOMING FRESHMEN:

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch
INCOMING SOPHOMORES:

When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka
ALL INCOMING JUNIORS:

Unbroken by Lauren Hillenbrand
In addition, AP JUNIORS must check with Mrs. Kahan
English III Honors students must also read William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice.  

INCOMING SENIORS:

1984 by George Orwell
In addition, AP SENIORS must pick two books from the AP Reading List.  

Students will write about these selections during the first week of classes.  Enjoy!

Sincerely,

Sheri Goldstein

English Department Chair
____________________________________________________________________

AP Reading List
You are to choose at least two books in addition to George Orwell’s 1984 from the following list and write log reactions on each selection.   The first log will be due on June 30, 2014, the second on July 31, 2014, and 1984 will be due on the first day of school.   You may send your reactions to my home address or e-mail me at sheri_g@ameritech.net 

Austen, Jane Pride and Prejudice, Emma

Baldwin, James Notes on a Native Son, Go Tell It on the Mountain

Chopin, Kate The Awakening

Conrad, Joseph Heart of Darkness

Dorris, Michael Yellow Raft on Blue Water

Dos Passos, John USA Trilogy

Doerr, All the Light We Cannot See
Dreiser, Theodore An American Tragedy, Sister Carrie

Faulkner, William Absalom, Absalom, or As I Lay Dying

Heller, Joseph Catch-22

Hemingway, Ernest The Sun Also Rises, For Whom the Bell Tolls

Ishiguro, Kazuo  When We Were Orphans, Remains of the Day, The Buried Giant
Kingsolver, Barbara The Poisonwood Bible
Kingston, Maxine Hong The Woman Warrior

Levi, Primo The Drowned and the Saved, Surviving Auschwitz

Lewis, Sinclair Babbitt, Main Street

Malcolm X The Autobiography of Malcolm X

Martel, Yann The Life of Pi
Melville, Herman Moby Dick (counts as two books)

Murakami, Haruki The Wind-up Bird Chronicles, Kafka on the Shore
Neill, A. S. Summerhill

Proulx, E. Annie The Shipping News

Tartt, Donna The Goldfinch
Vonnegut, Kurt Slaughterhouse Five, Cat’s Cradle, Welcome to the Monkey house

Wilde, Oscar The Picture of Dorian Grey and The Importance of Being Earnest

Wilson, August Fences and The Piano Lesson (plays)
Wright, Richard Black Boy

Woolf, Virginia, To the Lighthouse, A Room of One’s Own

Or, you may choose any National Book Award winner instead.  

Suggested Reading List for Your Summer Pleasure!
Mysteries

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie

The Daughter of Time by Josephine Tey

The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle
The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett

Rebecca by Daphne DuMaurier

Any book by Stephen King, Tony Hillerman, George Simenon, Dick Francis or Batyn Gur

Science Fiction

1984 by George Orwell

The Andromeda Strain by Michael Creighton
Dune by Frank Herbert

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

Foundation by Isaac Asimov

The Gateway to Woman’s Country by Sheri Tepper 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

Jurassic Park by Michael Creighton
The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien
Pastwatch: The Redemption of Christopher Columbus by Orson Scott Card

The Stand by Stephen King

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells

The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury

Historical Fiction

All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren
The Caine Mutiny by Herman Wouk

Centennial by James Michener
Exodus by Leon Uris
I, Claudius by Robert Graves

Mila 18 by Leon Uris

Mutiny on the Bounty by Nordoff and Hall
The Once and Future King by T.H. White

Ragtime by E.L. Doctorow

The Three Musketeers by Alexander Dumas

Ivanhoe by Sir Walter Scott

The Queen’s Fool by Phillipa Gregory

Non-Fiction

All the President’s Men by Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward

Alone by Richard Byrd

Cosmos by Carl Sagan
The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank
The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom

This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolfe

House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

Profiles in Courage by John F. Kennedy

The Right Stuff by Tom Wolfe

Savage Inequalities by Jonathon Kozol
Silent Spring by Rachel Carson

Freakonomics by Levitt and Dubner

The Devil and the White City by Larson
A Year in the Life of William Shakespeare by Shapiro

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote

Into Thin Air, Into the Wild by Krakauer
Travels with Charley by John Steinbeck

Tuesdays with Morry by Mitch Albom

Working by Studs Terkel

Up the Down Staircase by Bel Kaufman

Animal Themes

All Creatures Great and Small by James Herriot
All Things Bright and Beautiful   by James Herriot

Born Free by Joyce Adamson

The Call of the Wild by Jack London

Never Cry Wolf by Farley Mowat

Watership Down by Richard Adams

The Yearling by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

Young Adult Favorites

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier
The Giver by Lois Lowry

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling

Holes by Louis Sachar

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

Speak by Laurie Anderson

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by Boyle

Forever in Blue by Anne Brashares

Any John Green text

Judaic Texts

As A Driven Leaf by Milton Steinberg
One People, Two Worlds by Hirsch & Reinman
Challenging Texts with Mature Themes 

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller

Charming Billy by Alice McDermott

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

The Kite Runner by Khaleed Hosseini

The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro

She’s Come Undone by Wally Lamb

The Shipping News by Annie Proulx

Sophie’s Choice by William Styron
The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston
Yellow Raft on Blue Water by Michael Dorris

The Glass Castle by Janette Walls

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold

Atonement by Ian McEwan

Birth of Venus by Durant

Interpreter of Maladies by Lahiri

The Truth about Forever by Desser

Breath, Eyes, Memory by Danticat

The Goldfinch  by Donna Tartt
Authors Worth Reading

Faulkner, William

Steinbeck, John

Ortiz Cofer, Judith

Woolf, Virginia

Tolstoy, Leo

Chabon, Michael

Austen, Jane

McDermott, Alice 

