
 

 

 
 
Rosh Chodesh Elul 5780 
August 21, 2020 
 
 
Dear ICJA Family 
  
In just a few days, most of us will be back for in-person learning at ICJA. It is an exciting time and a time 
when we need to be hyper-vigilant in protecting our community's health and safety. 
 
This week, I met with all of our students and reviewed the rules of the school, emphasizing that masks 
must be worn in the building at all times (exception during lunch), that social distancing is required 
both inside and outside of the building, and that we must maintain the highest standards of safety even 
when not at school. Never before has the concept of “kol Yisrael areivim zeh ba’zeh” [all Jews are 
responsible for one another] been so critical and clear.  
 
On the following pages, please find two documents. The first is an updated FAQ, with added detail about 
the first day of school. The second is a copy of the presentation I shared with our students during our 
meetings this week. 
 
Please review these pages and spend some time as a family familiarizing yourself with these rules and 
procedures. Together, we will be able to protect our families and students. As always, if you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to be in touch. We need your input and your wisdom to help us do our 
best. 
 
Finally, later today, you will receive an electronic copy of your schedule of classes. Please have this 
electronic copy handy for the first day of school because to avoid lines, we will not be providing printed 
copies as in the past.  
 
With great anticipation for an exciting, albeit, most unusual new school year, I remain 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rabbi Leonard A. Matanky 
Dean
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What will happen when students arrive at school? 

While davening is halachically mandatory, davening at ICJA will be optional until after Sukkot. For those 
who want, there will be a minyan in the tents on the west side of our building (weather permitting) 
beginning at 8:05am. 

The building will open at 8:40am, at which time – 

1. Students will have to present their self-wellness check approval (icja.us/wellness) either in 
writing or on their electronic device. 

2. Students’ temperature will be checked automatically at a kiosk in the vestibule. 
3. Students will proceed directly to their 1st period class.  

 

When will students receive their final schedules? 

A few weeks ago, all students and parents received schedules for school. Another set of schedules will 
be sent on Friday afternoon 8.21.20. These schedules will also include room numbers and lunch 
locations. Unlike other years where we had a station on the first day for students to receive a copy of 
their schedule, this year, to avoid lines, we ask that every student either save their new schedule on 
their device or print a copy and bring them to school. 

We have done our best to respond to all change requests before the first day of school. However, if 
there remains a problem with a student’s schedule, please contact Dr. Rochelle Green at 
rgreen@icja.org. Dr. Green will also have office hours in her zoom room from 9:00-11:00am and 11:00-
5:00pm on the first day of school. All teachers’ zoom rooms are listed at icja.us/zoom 

 

What will happen during free periods? 

During free periods we will offer students two options, either to go outside (there are tents that seat 
over 60 with social distancing and other areas beyond the tents with seating) or to be in an assigned part 
of the building. Each week students can choose one of the socially distanced spaces in the building by 
signing up online. The first week sign up is at www.signupgenius.com/go/ICJAWeek8-24. A new sign-up 
link will be sent to students each week. Seating is limited in each of the indoor areas, and it will be 
released on a first come, first serve basis. 
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What about meals? 

As noted in the reopening plan, our cafeteria will be used as one of the “free period locations.” 
Therefore, all students will be eating lunches in classrooms. During meals, masks may be removed, and 
we will have an adult present to supervise. We also ask that as much as possible that meals should not 
include bread since we want to avoid long lines for washing.  

School lunches may also be ordered in up to 48 hours in advance from our in-house caterer, 
StarrKosher.com. Once on the website, there is a special menu for school lunches. Those meals will be 
delivered directly (at no charge) to the classrooms where the students are eating. In addition, outside, 
there will be a “grab-and-go” station from Starr Kosher that will have some limited meals, snacks, and 
drinks. Meals may also be eaten outside with social distance observed. If there are any problems with 
ordering, please email starrkosher@gmail.com. 

 

Can students eat snacks or have drinks during the day? 

No one is allowed to remove their masks while in the building, except for the brief lunch break (our goal 
is to keep that to 10-15 minutes of indoor unmasked time). As a result, a student who wishes to eat a 
snack will have to leave the building. (As noted in the reopening plan, drinking fountains in school have 
been shut off.) 

 

How will ICJA ensure that everyone will follow the rules for a safe reopening? 

We have met with all of our students and families in advance of our reopening to review the rules and 
explain that they are the only way we can reopen safely. Throughout the building, there will be signage 
reminding students of these rules. All teachers will be responsible for their classrooms and will remove 
any student who is not wearing a mask or maintaining social distance. But, all of this will only work if the 
entire ICJA Family supports this effort. Therefore, we also look to our parents to speak with their 
children and reinforce the importance of these rules. 

 

What happens when a student is “removed from class” for failing to abide by the rules? 

Students will be sent to the office and sent home. They will need to remain home for the rest of that day 
and an additional day. During that time, they will be allowed to attend classes virtually. After the second 
day, they will be allowed back to school. If G-d forbid, a student violates these rules a second and then 
third time, s/he will not be allowed to return to school until the IDPH no longer requires masks. 
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How will you ensure that restrooms will not have more than four people at a time? 

There will be signage outside all of the restrooms, and every other sink (and in the boys' restrooms, one 
of three urinals) will be closed off. However, we cannot post staff in the restrooms to oversee this rule, 
and therefore it will be a student responsibility. 

 

What happens if someone tests positive for COVID-19, will you close school? 

Our experts have told us that if G-d forbid, a person tests positive, only those who were within six feet 
and not masked for 15 minutes or more will need to quarantine for 14 days. Since our students in 
classrooms will all be socially distanced, this will significantly minimize the risk and need for quarantine. 
Since students will be sitting in assigned seats, we will also be able to support tracing. Of course, all of 
this is contingent on whatever the Skokie Health Department will also request of us. 

 

What happens when a student isn’t feeling well, will s/he be allowed to come to school? 

As part of the self-wellness check, our students, before they enter school, teachers, and staff, must 
attest that they do not have any of the symptoms associated with COVID-19. If G-d forbid, they have any 
of the symptoms they will need to remain at home until either they have an alternate written diagnosis 
(e.g., a simple cold or flu) from their physician and the symptoms subside or have taken a COVID test to 
confirm that they do not have COVID, no longer have a fever and are feeling better.  

 

What protocols are you following for re-admitting students, faculty, or staff who may have been sick 
or COVID positive? 

At the recommendation of our advisory committee, we will follow the protocols of the Children's 
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). The protocol is as follows: 

1. Quarantine and School Absence Policies for Symptomatic and Exposed Persons:  
Symptomatic individual/child with test positive: exclude for 10 days from symptom onset AND at 
least 3 days after fever resolution (if present) AND improved respiratory symptoms  

2. Symptomatic individual/child not tested: exclude for 10 days from symptom onset AND at least 3 
days after fever resolution (if present) AND improved respiratory symptoms  

3. Symptomatic individual/child determined to have an alternate cause or illness by their primary 
medical doctor: exclude until symptoms resolve  
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4. Symptomatic individual/child with test negative: exclude until afebrile for 24  
hours (if fever present) AND improved respiratory symptoms  

5. Exposed and asymptomatic: exclude for 14 days from last exposure if remains  
asymptomatic; exclude until meets criteria #1/2 if becomes symptomatic There is no role for 
testing to get a "negative test" to clear a child to return to school. The COVID-19 positive 
individual does NOT need a repeat COVID test or a doctor's note to return to school. 

6. If a child or staff member has a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19: Call the local or state health 
department for further instructions.  

 

What are you doing to address the social-emotional needs of the students? 

After the physical health of our students, this is the most critical issue on our minds. Everyone has 
reacted to the pandemic in different ways, and while we believe that teenagers are extraordinarily 
resilient, we need to recognize that they are facing significant challenges. As a result, our social service 
team is working with our mechanchim and will be working with our teachers to learn how to identify 
signs of concern. If identified, those students will be approached by trained personnel, and we will also 
involve parents. In addition, we look to parents to share their concerns with us or things they are 
noticing. Phil Zbaraz (pzbaraz@icja.org) will be taking the lead on this initiative and working with his new 
associate, Julie Avner (javner@icja.org), and our mechanchim. 

 

What are the plans for davening this year? 

Until after Sukkot, attendance at ICJA minyanim will be optional. After Sukkot shacharit, will occur as per 
State guidelines in minyanim of fewer than 50. These minyanim will be fixed, and all seating will be 
socially distanced, and masks will be required. At present, when the Torah is read, the same person 
reading will have all of the aliyot, taking out and replacing the Torah and doing hagbah (if the experts 
change their stance, this too may change). During the month of Elul, the shofar will not be blown in the 
minyanim, but outside of school after minyan.  

For mincha, we will establish an optional minyan during 8th and another 12th period because of some of 
the logistical challenges. However, by the time mincha can no longer be davened after school, we will 
find a solution to the logistical challenge and arrange for mincha at school.  

 

 



IDA CROWN JEWISH ACADEMY 
REOPENING FAQs 

Updated 8.21.20 
    

ICJA REOPENING FAQs page 5 August 21, 2020 
 

 

What will you do about students who may have visited a “hot-spot”? 

Students, faculty, and staff who have visited a "hot-spot" will be asked to self-quarantine for 14 days. 
While it is true that the Skokie Department of Public Health does not require this, and that masks and 
distancing should preclude the need, we want to take the extra precaution and ask all of the ICJA family 
to abide by this. If there is a special circumstance, parents will be asked to present the situation to our 
medical advisory committee, and if they deem it appropriate, an exception may be made. 

 

What special measures is the school taking to sanitize the building? 

Throughout the day, high contact surfaces (door handles, counters, etc.) and the washrooms will be 
cleaned with virucide. When students arrive in their classes, they will be asked to spray their desks with 
virucide. At night, there will be a more thorough cleaning of the building, including the use of an 
electrostatic sprayer, a disinfectant, and virucide. In addition, we have installed MERV-13 filters on our 
HVAC system, doubled the rate of filtration and now use a 50% outside air mix throughout the building. 

 

Why are the lockers being closed off from use? 

ISBE has recommended that we suspend the use of lockers. This is an especially important step because 
our building has locker bays in which it is impossible to observe social distancing. However, we also 
recognize that students will have many things to carry. Therefore we have requested of faculty use as 
many electronic texts as possible and, when possible, to allow students to store their textbooks in their 
classrooms.  

 

Will there be a sports program this year? 

We hope so. However, presently, the IHSA and IDPH recommend limiting the program to socially 
distanced, outside conditioning and not actual play. Should that recommendation change, we will 
consult with our advisory panel and determine our next steps. 
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What do I do if I don't want my child to attend in-person in the fall? 

If you have not yet contacted Rabbi Matanky (lmatanky@icja.org), please do so immediately. Dr. Green 
will be the liaison for students and has already met with all students who will be attending remotely. She 
will work with the Administrative Team to ensure that all necessary arrangements are made in advance 
to support your child's learning. However, the online option will only be available if a student is unable 
to attend (due to COVID concerns or medical necessity). Choosing to attend some days online and some 
days in-person is not an option. 

 

When will we know which teachers will be teaching remotely? 

We have a fantastic faculty, and they are doing everything possible to teach in-person. However, some 
do have health concerns and have been advised by their physicians not to teach in-person at this time. 
At present, four teachers are not able to attend in person and will be teaching remotely: Mrs. Arons 
(English), Mr. Olson (English), Mrs. Rajstein (Hebrew) and Mrs. Wasserstrom (Math). 

We have hired Teacher's Assistants to staff classrooms where the teacher will be teaching remotely to 
support our students' safety and educational needs.  

 

What additional changes to the reopening plan can we expect? 

We don't know. But we are committed to responding to our students' needs, the mandates of the State 
and municipality, and our experts’ advice. Please stay in touch!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



IDA CROWN JEWISH ACADEMY 
REOPENING FAQs 

Updated 8.21.20 
    

ICJA REOPENING FAQs page 7 August 21, 2020 
 

 

What is the schedule of classes this year? 

Until Sukkot, the following will be the schedule. However, once we have greater experience with the 
new realities of in-person education during a pandemic, we will most likely make some minor changes. 

Monday & Thursday Tuesday-Skip 1 Session Wednesday-Skip 1 Session Long Friday until Sukkot 
Shacharit 8:05 a.m. Shacharit 8:05 a.m. Shacharit 8:05 a.m. Shacharit 8:05 a.m. 
First Bell 9:00 a.m. First Bell 9:00 a.m. First Bell 9:00 a.m. Breakfast: 8:38 a.m. 
1st Period 9:05 - 9:44 1st Session 9:05 - 9:44 1st Period 9:05 - 9:44 First Bell 9:00 a.m. 
2nd Period 9:47- 10:25 2nd Session 9:47 - 10:25 2nd Period 9:47 - 10:25 1st Period 9:05 - 9:44 
3rd Period 10:28 - 11:06 3rd Session 10:28 - 11:06 3rd Period 10:28 - 11:06 2nd Period 9:47 - 10:25 
4th Period 11:11 - 11:50 4th Session 11:11 - 11:50 4th Period 11:11 - 11:50 3rd Period 10:28 - 11:06 
5th Period 11:53 - 12:32 5th Session 11:53 - 12:32 5th Period 11:53 - 12:32 4th Period 11:11 - 11:50 
6th Period 12:35 - 1:14     6th Period 12:35 - 1:14 5th Period 11:53 - 12:32 
7th Period 1:17 - 1:56 7th Period 12:35 - 1:14    6th Period 12:35 - 1:14 
8th Period 1:59 - 2:38 8th Period 1:17 - 1:56 7th Session* 1:17 - 1:56 7th Period 1:17 - 1:56 
9th Period 2:41 - 3:20 9th Period 1:59 - 2:38 8th Session 1:59 - 2:38 8th Period 1:59 - 2:38 
10th Period 3:25 - 4:04 10th Period 2:41 - 3:20 9th Session 2:41 - 3:20 9th Period 2:41 - 3:20 
11th Period 4:07 - 4:46 11th Period 3:25 - 4:04 10th Session 3:25 - 4:04 or   
12th Period 4:49 - 5:28 12th Period 4:07 -4:46 11th Session 4:07 - 4:46 10th Period 1:17 - 1:56 
      11th Period 1:59 - 2:38 

   
 

  12th Period 2:41 - 3:20 

 

What are the URLs that I need to remember? 

• Staff Zoom Rooms: icja.us/zoom 
 

• Self-Wellness Check: icja.us/wellness 
 

• Reserve an indoor free period space: 1st week – 
 www.signupgenius.com/go/ICJAWeek8-2 
 

• Order lunches online (must be complete 48 hours in advance) 
 www.starrkosher.com 
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

WELCOME BACK!!!
we missed you

1

Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

6 feet

SOCIAL DISTANCING
is everyone’s
responsibility

BEING “SHOMER”
has a whole new meaning!

!"#$%&'() *%+, !$-,&(%PLEASE USE HANDSANITIZER 
BEFORE ENTERING YOUR 

CLASSROOM & AFTER YOU LEAVE 
YOUR CLASSROOM

!"#$% &"# !'(%' !#'%% &"# !'(%
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All-School un-Retreat 5780
Thanks to the generosity of Tom and Leslie 
Silverstein, each year ICJA students have the 
opportunity to spend time with teachers and 
friends in an all-School pre-Yamim Noraim Retreat. 

ICJA un-Retreat 5780
September 15th

3

Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

ICJA SAFE REOPENING RULES

1. If you do not feel well, or have cold or flu-like symptoms, 
please stay home. 

2. EVERY DAY students must complete the self-wellness 
check - icja.us/wellness

3. EVERY DAY students must have a temperature check 
before entering the building
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

icja.us/wellness
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

ICJA SAFE REOPENING RULES
4. Inside the building, masks MUST must be worn at all 
times (except when eating lunch). 
5. Social distancing MUST be maintained when in classes or 
during free periods.

6. Seats will be assigned in all classrooms to allow for better 
tracing.
7. Hand-sanitizer must be used regularly - especially before 
and after classes.
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

www.starrkosher.com
(school lunches)
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

ICJA SAFE REOPENING RULES

8. During passing periods, please do not stop in the hallways 
for conversation.
9. Free periods can be spent indoors - in pre-reserved spaces 
OR outdoors. 
10. When outdoors and socially distanced, masks do not 
have to be worn.
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

www.signupgenius.com/go/ICJAWeek8-24
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

14

Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

PASSING LANES, LOCKERS, WASHROOMS
WATER BOTTLES and SNACKS
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Ida Crown Jewish Academy Esformes Family 
Campus

1st period begins @ 9:05am

Mincha - 8th period in the gym
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