
PLAN FOR REOPENING
IDA CROWN JEWISH ACADEMY

CORONAVIRUS PREPAREDNESS

Inspiring Bnei and Bnot Torah in a
SAFE AND CARING 

SCHOOL  ENVIRONMENT

JULY 2020



ICJA PLAN FOR REOPENING PAGE 2

July 2020 / Tammuz 5780

Dear ICJA Family:

We are very proud of how our students, teachers and 
staff rose to the many initial challenges of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Last semester, your creativity, support 
and commitment to an ICJA education allowed us to 
successfully complete our academic program despite an 
unexpected shift to online learning.

In a little more than six weeks, we will face the next 
challenge, our reopening as an in-person school. In 
preparation, we are excited to share the following detailed 
vision for safe reopening of our campus. This plan is guided 
not only by our commitment to the health and safety of our 
students, faculty, and staff but also to the recognition that, 
whenever possible, in-person learning is the most effective 
way to educate the broadest range of our students. 

In creating this plan, ICJA has consulted with medical 
experts, followed all of the recommendations of the Illinois 
Department of Health (IDPH), the Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) and our local public health authorities 
and shared in the collective wisdom of our colleagues 
across the United States.

Of course, this pandemic's challenges will continue 
to shift, and this plan will evolve as the needs and 
opportunities change. However, at this time, we believe 
that this reopening plan will provide our community with 
the necessary safeguards to allow the school to begin as 
planned on August 24, 2020.

ICJA is an extraordinary community. Together, we have 
overcome so much, and together, we will care for each 
other, work with each other, and inspire one another.

B'vracha,

Rabbi Leonard A. Matanky
Dean 
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As we prepare for the school year, we want to ensure, not only 
that all of us work together to keep ourselves and each other safe, 
but that our daily experience is both creative and enriching.  It is in 
this spirit that we present the new policies that will be in effect.

PREPARING FOR THE NEW 
SCHOOL YEAR
1. Prior to the new school year, there will be a

mandatory online meeting for all ICJA students
to review the reopening policies. Students will be
required to attend one of two meetings tentatively
scheduled for August 17th at 2:00 pm and August
19th at 8:00 pm.

2. Parents are invited to participate in the student
meetings, but in addition, there will be an online
parent townhall meeting at 8:00 pm on August
12th.

3. Students who cannot attend school in-person due
to a medical condition will be able to participate
in their classes virtually.

SAFE SCHOOL ENTRY
1. At the front entry, there will be markings to help

people maintain distance before entering the
building.

2. Inside the first set of doors, facial-recognition
kiosks will automatically take a person's
temperature and check that a mask is worn.
No person with an elevated temperature will be
allowed to enter any further into the building.

3. Anyone who has cold or flu-like symptoms, e.g.,
fever, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing, chills, fatigue, muscle and body
aches, headache, sore throat, the new loss of
taste or smell, congestion or runny nose, nausea,
vomiting, or diarrhea is not allowed to enter the
ICJA building. A physician's note of permission
to attend school must be sent to the ICJA office
(epartouche@icja.org) before readmission to
school.

4. Every day all students need to attest that they
are symptom-free via a simple online form
www.icja.us/wellness. Once completed, students
will receive an email “certificate” that will need to
be shown to the staff member at the front door.

NEW POLICIES FOR REOPENING

MASKS
While in the building, everyone 
must wear a mask covering 
both mouth and nose at all 
times:
a. To support our teachers

who may be at higher risk,
we will also be installing plexiglass shields at
their desks and offering them face shields.

b. Because there is added risk of the spread of
aerosols when speaking loudly, we are offering
all of our teachers personal amplification
systems to use while teaching.
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HYGIENE
1. Everyone must wash their hands with warm

water and soap, or use hand sanitizer upon
entering school, before entering any classroom
and when leaving any classroom. There will be
hand-sanitizing dispensers installed outside every
classroom and throughout the building.

2. At the start of each class, every student will be
expected to spray virucide on their desk and wipe
it with a disposable towel (virucide and towels will
be provided to each classroom.)

3. Throughout the day, maintenance staff will be
sanitizing high touch surfaces and the restrooms.

4. While drinking fountains will be turned off, water
bottle refilling will be available.

5. At the end of the day, an entire cleaning will occur
following all CDC, IDPH, and ISBE guidelines.

SOCIAL DISTANCING

1. CLASSROOMS 
a. In classrooms, desks will be arranged to enable

social distancing.
b. Students will be assigned to their seats and

expected to sit in the same locations each day.
(Assigning seats will allow for better contact
tracing if G-d forbid it may be necessary.)

c. Chevruta study, lab partners, and other small
group activities will be permitted if social
distancing can be preserved.

2. RESTROOMS
a. All restrooms will be available and will be

sanitized throughout the day. However, no more
than four people may be in a restroom at a time.

b. It is vital that restrooms are not used to
congregate and social distancing must be
observed in the restrooms.

3. FREE PERIODS
a. Weather permitting, students are encouraged

to leave the building and spend time outdoors.
Spaces with socially distanced seating will be
available. When outdoors and socially distanced,
students may remove their masks.

b. Students may leave the building or go to a pre-
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assigned section of the building with a limited 
number of other students during free periods. 

c. Extra furniture will be removed from common
areas to promote social distancing.

4. MEALS
a. Foodservice will be by pre-order only. Students 

can order and pay online from a special ICJA 
lunch menu at www.chicagotailgators.com. All 
orders should be completed at least 24 hours
in advance. Multiple-day orders can be made in 
advance.

b. At this time there will not be foodservice for 
breakfast. Students are encouraged to bring their 
breakfast from home.

c. Following shacharit, students who remain in the 
building will be able to eat their breakfast in their 
1st period classrooms. There will be very limited 
seating in the commons areas, and all seating 
with follow social distancing guidelines.

d. In most cases, lunch will be eaten in the room 
where students studied in the period immediately 
before lunchtime. Because there are limited
"washing stations," we ask that students bring 
lunches that will not require a bracha of HaMotzi.

e. Weather permitting there will be socially
distanced spaces available outside that will
rotate between grade levels (Mondays: 12th grade,
Tuesdays: 11th grade, Wednesdays: 10th grade,
Thursdays: 9th grade).

5. PASSING PERIODS
There will be designated "one-way lanes" for traffic
flow to facilitate students’ movement from class to
class.
• Students entering the Humanities wing may do

so only via the central Commons. Exiting the
Humanities wing will be southward behind the
Beit Midrash.

• Students entering the Math/Science Wing will
follow demarcated single direction lanes.

• The Learning Commons and front lobby will be
marked with single directional lanes.

6. ACADEMIC SERVICES AND SOCIAL SERVICES
a. There will be a limited number of students

allowed in Academic and Social Services offices.
Once the maximum is reached, staff can meet
with students in a commons area.

b. If confidential space is needed, alternate
arrangements will be made.
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7. ASSEMBLIES
a. Because of the maximum of 50 persons in any one

space, there will not be in-person school-wide or
grade level assemblies. However, assemblies will
continue online.

b. Townhall meetings of under 30 participants will
continue, either outdoors or in the gym.

8. TEFILLAH
a. There will be added locations for shacharit to

allow for social distancing.
b. Mincha will be taking place during the 8th period

- when many students are free and in locations

that will allow for social distancing. For those 
students not free during the 8th period, there will 
be a mincha at the end of the 11th period. 

9. LOCKERS
a. ISBE recommends against using lockers. As a

result, students will need to use their backpacks
to keep their texts, etc.

b. Teachers will be using as many electronic texts
as possible to limit the number of items a student
must carry.

c. Some larger texts will be allowed to be stored in
classrooms.

SPORTS, LIBRARY, ART AND MUSIC:
1. At this time, some non-contact and distanced

practices/conditioning can occur. We anticipate
that our Fall sports program will resume in
accordance with the guidelines of IDPH and IHSA.

2. Books may be borrowed from the library and the
computers located in the library may be used.

3. ICJA has added additional sections of Art to allow
for smaller classes and social distancing.

4. ICJA values our arts programming; however,
due to the evidence of increased risk, all music
courses will be conducted remotely.

Over the past months, we have learned many lessons in life. We have learned that our community is creative, 
resilient, and can adapt to even the most challenging circumstances. We have learned to be humble as a 
microscopic virus upended our lives. We have learned that our actions make a difference and that we are 
responsible for each other. And most importantly, we have learned that all of humanity is interconnected, that 
our world depends on each other and that we must be an אור לגויים, a people that sets the of standard for 
goodness, care, and compassion. Through these lessons and with this plan for a safe reopening , we will emerge 
from this pandemic stronger and more devoted to Torah, mitzvot, and one another!
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